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LAUNCHED AND READY TO GO!
It was a very proud day on March 10,
2021, when the brand new Skin
Check and Awareness Unit was
launched by the governor, the
honourable Linda Dessau AC.
Her Excellency did the honours, after
acknowledging the work of Lions and,
specifically the work of the Foundation
and all of its supporters.
Foundation Chair, Bruce Hudgson,
outlined the very valid reasons for the
project and thanked the Board of
Looking very auspicious in all it’s glory—and Govern- Trustees and all of the supporters of the
ment House doesn’t look too bad either!
project, as well as acknowledging the
support of key mentors and advisors.
After cutting the ribbon to make the launch official, Her Excellency Ms
Dessau was presented with a Melvin Jones Fellowship in recognition of
her support and encouragement for the Foundation and for the Lions
organisation.
This marks the start of what will be a long term life-saving project and
we are very grateful for the support of Lions Clubs and major
supporters, without whom the project would not have become a reality.

BANK DETAILS:
Account: Lions V Districts Cancer
Foundation Public Fund
Bank: Inglewood & Districts Community
Bank®, Branch of Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000
Account no.: 168189413
ABN: 80 754 119 500

Donations $2 and over are tax deductable
FACEBOOK: @Lions V District
Cancer Foundation
WEB: http://lionsvdcf.org.au/
Clockwise, from top left: Her Excellency, The Governor of Victoria Linda Dessau and
Foundation Chair, Bruce Hudgson; Invited guests; The ribbon is cut; Morning tea is
served; Wendy explains the process; Greeting the guests;
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HOSTING THE UNIT
Expressions of interest are now being called from
Lions Clubs to host a visit of the Skin Check and
Awareness Unit.
Hosting a visit becomes a project for the Club, as
there are a range of duties required of the host Club
to prepare for and support the visit.
These include:
• Seeking an appropriate site for the van
• Promoting the visit and accepting
appointments, attempting to fill the
schedule
• Greeting and caring for the volunteers
• Conducting COVID Safe procedures as
required
• Seeking accommodation for volunteer
dermoscopists and truck drivers, if
required
• Providing catering for morning tea and
lunch for the volunteers
Recently, Haddon Lions hosted the van for a
shakedown day and, whilst not a full-scale visit,
proved to be perfect hosts!
What a worthwhile, measurable and far reaching
service project this will be for each club that hosts.

EXPRESSING INTEREST
With as many as 350+ clubs to service, the maths
tells us that not everyone will be able to receive a
visit exactly when they want. For this reason,
clubs wishing to host the unit are asked to follow
our Expression of Interest process.
To simplify the process and help Wendy, our
wonderful roster coordinator, clubs are asked to use
the following link to access the booking form. This
form provides us with all of the initial information
we require:
http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=296
An opportunity is given to indicate a three month
period for your visit - once again, there can be no
guarantees.
Priority will be given to rural and remote areas, as
visiting these areas is one of the main aims of the
project.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
•Dermoscopists (skin checkers) - training
supported

•Truck drivers - medium or heavy rigid licence
Please express interest to the Secretary or make
contact.

SHAKE DOWN DAY

RATIONALE
The Districts of Lions International in
Victoria and Southern New South Wales
have identified a distinct need for a
mobile skin cancer check and
awareness unit to operate across
Victoria and, in particular, in remote
areas and towns and centres not
serviced, or fully serviced, by
dermatologists or other skin specialists.

Australia has one of the highest skin
cancer rates in the world. This is
nothing to be proud of. With our love of
the outdoors and our, at times, harsh
climate, as a people we are often
exposed to the dangers of excessive
amounts of ultra violet radiation.
Despite
many
campaigns
and
promotions, people remain ambivalent
to checking for possible lesions, and
attitudes about sun protection and
prevention remain mixed - with many
people still not taking adequate
measures to protect themselves.
Accessibility to skin checks and, in turn,
to skin specialists is limited. GP’s with
suitable vision magnification tools can
help, but this method is not as accurate
as the use of a dermoscope by a trained
practitioner, and still presumes that
people are requesting a check of their
skin. People living in regional areas are
more at risk, with mortality rates higher
in those areas, which can be attributed
to a higher proportion of outdoor
workers,
poor
accessibility
to
dermatologists
and
inadequate
approaches to sun protection.

Our
team
of
fully
trained
dermoscopists had their first
chance to see the unit and practice
their newly attained skills, when
Haddon Lions Club hosted our
“shakedown day” on February 27.
It was a marvellous opportunity to
check that the van and truck were
fully functional and to detect any
All set up - and looking great!
short-comings.
Our friends at Brimarco made some immediate modifications the
week after, and made sure that all was perfect for the launch in
March.
During the day, 20 skin checks were undertaken and our first
evidence of the importance of this facility was realised when 2
people were referred to their GP with
suspect lesions.
In the meantime, we still have a
number of volunteers working through
their online training, before being
supported by the skin screening
facility at the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre to gain the necessary
experience to be ready to work in the Some of our new dermoscopists - all COVID Safe
unit.
CAN YOU HELP?
Do you have a medical background (not essential but
recommended)?
Would you like to help save lives?
Would you like to be a member of a dynamic team?
Contact PDG Pat Mills pam_tom1@bigpond.com for more
information or go to http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=191 for
more information.

KEEPING THE UNIT RUNNING!
We are launched and ready to go, but we continue to need
support
The van and truck will have associated running costs and we will
have numerous requirements relating to the ongoing nature of
the project - a project for all V District Clubs. Initial estimates
tell us approximately $100k per year will be required.
For more details about donations, go to our support page on our
web site at http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=155

IN THE NEWS

SUPPORT US
Donations: see below for how to
donate. We need to continue to
cover running costs, which will be as
much as $100,000 per annum.
Corporate Connections: we would be
pleased to receive details of any
possible corporate supporters.
Volunteer: see page 3
Facebook: like us on
Facebook and spread the
word!

HOSTING A VISIT
Clubs are invited to express interest
in hosting the Skin Check and
Awareness Unit. Please use the
following link to
access
the
information and EOI form
http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=296
A reminder that all requests may not
be able to be accommodated due to
demand and designated routes.
Priority will always be given to rural
and remote areas.
Clubs are reminded that with hosting
comes service.

DONATIONS
The Foundation gratefully accepts donations to support
the screening program.

MORE PHOTOS OF THE LAUNCH:

Cheques should be made payable to - Lions V District
Cancer Foundation and sent to:
Lions V District Cancer Foundation
PO Box 554
Colac
Victoria, Australia 3250
Or

Direct deposit can be made to:
BANK DETAILS:
Account: Lions V Districts Cancer Foundation Public
Fund
Bank: Inglewood & Districts Community Bank®, Branch of
Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000
Account no.: 168189413

Clockwise, from top left: Her Excellency, The Governor of Victoria Linda Dessau and Foundation Chair, Bruce
Hudgson; The Skin Check and Awareness Unit; Bruce Mansfield, from the Mindaroo Foundation, and ALF Chair
Tony Benbow; The presentation of a Melvin Jones Fellowship to Her Excellency; Through the gates!; Greeting the
invited guests;
Centre: The commemorative plaque
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