Lions V Districts
Cancer Foundation

Patron: Mr Frank Costa AO
Ambassador: Mr David Mann AM
The LVDCF was formed with the initial
mission of establishing a mobile Skin
Cancer Skin Check and Awareness Unit in
Victoria and Southern New South Wales
with related skin check facilities provided by
accredited trained Dermoscopists and other
appropriately qualified personnel.

Lions V Districts Cancer Foundation Inc

NEWSLETTER

December 2020
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Massive progress has been made with the van build. Now scheduled
to be completed before Christmas, final tasks are being
undertaken, as this newsletter is
written.
Seemingly just a shell, the photo
here was taken a number of weeks
ago and the progress since has been
dramatic - floors have gone in,
cabinetry is being fitted and air
conditioners, arriving this week, will
be added.
and trustee, Phil Clinkaberrry
We are now very positively hopeful Chairman, Bruce Hudgson
witness the progress!
of a starting date of February,
however, initial bookings will be by invitation and will be designed
to give the van a good “shake down” and ensure all processes are
accurate, workable and effective.

ADVISORY PANEL:
An expert advisory panel provides guidance
to the Board on all medical matters
pertaining to the operation of the project.

SIGNS, SIGNS, EVERYWHERE ARE SIGNS
Emblazoned with our logo
and recognising our key
silver, gold and platinum
supporters, the sign-work
design for the van can be
seen to the left.
The
rear
contains
our
platinum
supporters
and
emphasises the purpose of
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the van — “free skin checks”.
Other gold supporter logos are included on the sides and an honour

Welcome Andrew
A big welcome to our new Truck and Driver coordinator, Andrew
Page. Andrew, a member of San Remo-Newhaven Lions, has a
background in emergency services and has vast knowledge and
experience in leading others. Andrew places a high importance on
teamwork and has a work ethic based on cooperation, coordination
and adaptability. He is proud to be a Lion and, as a survivor of
cancer, loves to give back and help others.

Geoff and Helen Handbury
Foundation

And - V Districts Lions Clubs

With thanks & appreciation to our patron, Frank Costa AO and ambassador, David Mann AM

Noonan Family
Foundation

roll of silver Award supporters is included at the
door way.

TRUCK
As indicated in the previous
edition, our truck is on order.
We are relatively confident
that our brand new Isuzu FRR
110-260 7.8lt Turbo Diesel
will arrive in January.
Modifications to the tray to suit the requirements of
towing the new van, along with the addition of
storage and the fitting of the generator will occur
on arrival.
All volunteer drivers will then get the opportunity to
demonstrate their skills at arranged sessions, prior
to being included on the roster.
Anyone with a medium to heavy rigid licence can
express interest in joining the team. The larger the
team, the less call there will be on each driver.
It would be perfect to have drivers from all
Districts, as we hope to plot a course that will get
the van around the state, District by District.
If you can offer your services why not drop a line to
our secretary, DG Delwyn.

DERMOSCOPISTS
Our team of trainee dermoscopists has continued
to grow, with a team now of as many as twenty.
Each of our volunteers undertakes an online course
(self-paced), some clinical observation and
participation and, once they start, supervision by
qualified medical personnel.
All training is heavily subsidised by the project,
however some contribution is asked, as training
leads to a certificated qualification.
Many thanks to the following volunteer Lions and
community volunteers, some of whom have
completed the first phase of their training, some
are currently training and some are soon to start:
George Walpole
Beverley King
Deb Coon
Johanna Jinette
Julianne Clift
Deb Stallard
Frances Kaitler
Fiona Kates
Bianca Bow
Toni Sadler
Carolyn Gargiulo
Susan Eyton
Lesley Cochrane
Jenny Ackland
Sue Kluken
Antony Singarasa Maureen Noonan

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
•Dermoscopists (skin checkers) - training
supported

•Truck drivers - medium or heavy rigid licence
Please express interest to the Secretary or make
contact

With a few more in the wings, we have the makings of a very
good team, but it is important to get people from across the
Districts.
CAN YOU HELP?
Do you have a medical background (not essential but
recommended)?
Would you like to help save lives?
Would you like to be a member of a dynamic team?
Contact PDG Pat Mills pam_tom1@bigpond.com for more
information or go to http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=191 for
more information.

RATIONALE
The Districts of Lions International in
Victoria and Southern New South Wales
have identified a distinct need for a
mobile skin cancer check and
awareness unit to operate across
Victoria and, in particular, in remote
areas and towns and centres not
serviced, or fully serviced, by
dermatologists or other skin specialists.

Australia has one of the highest skin
cancer rates in the world. This is
nothing to be proud of. With our love of
the outdoors and our, at times, harsh
climate, as a people we are often
exposed to the dangers of excessive
amounts of ultra violet radiation.
Despite
many
campaigns
and
promotions, people remain ambivalent
to checking for possible lesions, and
attitudes about sun protection and
prevention remain mixed - with many
people still not taking adequate
measures to protect themselves.
Accessibility to skin checks and, in turn,
to skin specialists is limited. GP’s with
suitable vision magnification tools can
help, but this method is not as accurate
as the use of a dermoscope by a trained
practitioner, and still presumes that
people are requesting a check of their
skin. People living in regional areas are
more at risk, with mortality rates higher
in those areas, which can be attributed
to a higher proportion of outdoor
workers,
poor
accessibility
to
dermatologists
and
inadequate
approaches to sun protection.

NEW SUPPORTERS
We are very pleased to announce support from two new
organisations:
Defibrillators Australia will provide a defibrillator for the
van
Polyflor has provided all of the flooring for the
van
We express our thanks and gratitude for these generous
donations.

DONATIONS
So - we’ve achieved our initial target, which is marvellous to
say the least, but we still require an ongoing influx of funds.
We know the scenario in many clubs is precarious with
fundraising, due to the pandemic restrictions, so we simply ask
clubs to consider, when they can, making a contribution.
The van and truck will have running costs associated with them
and we will have numerous requirements relating to the ongoing
nature of the project - a project for all V District Clubs.
For more details about donations, go to our support page on our
web site at http://lionsvdcf.org.au/?page_id=155

PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY GROUP

Good progress has been made with the formulation of an advisory
committee, which will have the key responsibility of providing
professional medical advice and support for the project.
We are pleased to announce that Dr David Speakman, Chief
Medical Officer at the Peter MacCallum Institute will chair
the committee.
Associate Professor (with Peter Mac) Chris McCormack will
provide support, including sourcing suitable professional
supervision for our dermoscopists.

Both David and Chris bring huge expertise and
passionate supporters of the concept of the project.
Pleasingly, their support will also open other doors
assure that we are providing a first rate service to
community—both through the skin checks and through
awareness program.
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Donations: see below for how to
donate. We need to continue to
cover running costs, which will be as
much as $90,000 per annum.
Corporate Connections: we would be
pleased to receive details of any
possible corporate supporters.
Volunteer: see page 3

DID YOU KNOW?

Australia and New Zealand have the
highest rates of melanoma in the
world. More than 13,000 people are
diagnosed with melanoma in Australia
every year.
Melanoma is the third most common
cancer in both men and women (excluding non-melanoma
skin cancers). One in 13 men and 1 in 22 women will be
diagnosed with melanoma before age 85.
Melanoma is a type of skin cancer. It develops in the skin
cells called melanocytes and usually occurs on parts of the
body that have been overexposed to the sun.
Rare melanomas can also start inside the eye or in a part of
the skin or body that has never been exposed to the sun,
such as the nervous system, mucous membrane (lining of
the mouth, digestive tract, etc), soles of the feet, palms,
and under the nails.
Although it is one of the less common types of skin cancer,
melanoma is considered the most serious because it is more
likely to spread to other parts of the body, especially if not
detected early.
The earlier melanoma is found, the more successful
treatment is likely to be.

Facebook: like us on Facebook and
spread the word!

DONATIONS
The Foundation gratefully accepts donations to support
the screening program.
Cheques should be made payable to - Lions V District
Cancer Foundation and sent to:
Lions V District Cancer Foundation
PO Box 554
Colac
Victoria, Australia 3250

More photos:

Or
Direct deposit can be made to:
BANK DETAILS:
Account: Lions V Districts Cancer Foundation Public
Fund
Bank: Inglewood & Districts Community Bank®, Branch of
Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000
Account no.: 168189413

Kindly remember to include an identifiable reference. If a
receipt is required, please advise the secretary of details.

Donations $2 and over are tax deductible
ABN: 80 754 119 500
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